
Candle of Love: Joseph,  
the earthly father of Jesus 

 
Matthew 1: 18-25 
  This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His 
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before 
they came together, she was found to be with child through 
the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous 
man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. 
 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins." 
 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to 
a son, and they will call him Immanuel"—which means, "God 
with us." 
 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord 
had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he 
had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he 
gave him the name Jesus. 
 
 
 

               
 



 
This passage tells us that Joseph was a righteous man. While he 
was probably disappointed when he first found out Mary was 
with child, God’s direction gave him reassurance. He walked in 
that reassurance and raised Jesus as his own son.  
 
Now was Joseph simply obedient or did he grow to love Mary 
and her son Jesus? As a righteous man, a man of God, I believe 
he grew to love them both.  
 
Matthew 13:35 tells us that Joseph was a carpenter. As Jesus’ 
earthly father, he would have taught his son his trade. They 
spent their days working side by side. Learning to build and 
hewn and nail. 
 
Thirty years later, a cross would be hewn and built from wood 
and nails were used to secure the hands and feet of Christ to 
that cross. The carpenter’s son crucified.  
 
Observe the wooden cross in front of you. Kneel at the foot 
where Christ’s feet were pierced. Or place your hands where 
Christ’s hands would have been nailed to the cross.  
 

Now, consider the LOVE that held  
the carpenter’s son to the cross. 
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